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The destruction of mumerous twmmmﬂ in
June 1941 bad comsiderable impsot on Soviet air dos and preactice. This
wes upoehl%m with organisation and camouflaging of PVO
airdromes suceess of ir attack also prompted greater dispersal
of air facilities, After » 611 bosber and ground attack aviation
bases were protected by antiairoreft mu.u-y ad 2y £ aircreft. Many
airfields were built in order to divert nlqy boab: raids from operationmal
airfields. Also, fighter aviation was ordered to mintain a state of constant
readiness; e, t0 be airborne within minutes after receiving an air-raid warning.

The cur-ont SAF doctirine places grest empbasis ca the system of ur detme
coisisving of e FVO d‘r {air Dsfense of the Romeland). m Syeven
is constantly be improved and all of its oc: are under continmuous
training. In SAF dooctrine, the test u.ﬂludntblk«tm
training of fighter aviation of PO and fromtal araies. This intensive

PV0, highly-trained fighter aviation, antiairereft artillery, searchlight and

other subordinate units, and by efficient ccordimation betwesa these slements.
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USSR land space has an important place in the Soviet concepts of air defense. It

ip believad that becsuse of this factor the SAF (including both the PVO and frontal

air army fighter units) and other compenents of PVO STRANY will be able to provide

a successful defense against enexy bomber strikes on Soviet territory. During the

last half of 1948 end the first half of 1949, USSR land 3«0 was divided into mumerous

0008, Intmomlthomdotmcunovowmiud th fighter air unite, ground

ocbservers, Tadar stations and other technical equipment for *he detection of enemy

airoreaft, The ides is tutmmlﬂubcohmtowi over & mumber of

these PVO sones in crder to reach their targets. In the process, it is assured that

the enesy bosbers will be subjsoted to repeated attacks by waves of fighier airoraft

from botk PVO and frontal air arsies, s well as by AM and by guided missiles, The

extensive Soviet territory favors the use of this system of air defenss. Theoreti-

oally, the well-crganised PYO STRANY will 1t aimost impossible for enemy bosbers 50X1-HUM
ch military and industrial targsts of importanse,

SAF commanders have grea% expectations as to the contributions antiaircreft artilliery
can make 1o the sir defense system in conjunction with fighter aircraft units. They
feel that the AAL can easily fill in the gaps in the air defense system left by the
fighter units. According to Soviet doctrine, the AAA will always be employed in

the task of repelling enemy bombers; they will funstion in close coordination with
SAF's fighter-interceptor units, The effectivensss of the Soviet AAA increased con~
siderably after World War II. Since 1945, AAA units bave been furnished new equipment
including redar-locstor sights, guided aissiles and redsr detection devices. It

is believed that the new equipment has increased the effectiveness of AAA in the task

of combatting enemy bombers. /lj 50X1-HUM

The fighter-interceptor airczeft i3 z“';glrdod in the SAF as the most important
instrument of air defense., Fighter ts have the primary role in the task of

combatting enemy bombers. When enemy aircraft are detected, standing
procedure calls for the Sc.let fighters to intercept the enmemy and’ engage then before
ibay Teach Soviet-gontrolled tory. Ascording to SAF doctrine, this first contact
with the snemy airoreft mist be saffioiently far from the territory of the USSR c
Soviet-controlled territory to allow SAF fighter-interceptors to make two to three
attasks over ssa space or over non-Soviet territory. Soviet tighter-interceptors
bave the mission of combatting ensmy airoreft at all altitudes, By conteast

Yorld War II prectice, however, 1945 SAF dootrime bas stressed that ter-
interceptors should operate at altitudes in order dest to serve the

cbJeotive of destroying emsmy airereft. In this esommection, SAF takes into ascount
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other instruments of air defense, make it impossible for enemy aircraft to cross over
thege defenses and resch important targets deep in the USSR because: (a) the enemy
bombers will be under constant attack by fresh waves of fighters as they reach each

zone and (b) the enemy bombers will eventually run cut of ammnition and will not be
able to_defend themselves. .
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Concepts of the employment of guided nissiles had not been fully developed
| However, there were great expectations
future capabilities of guided missiles

for the air defense of the ¢
ectures on g given
[ﬁ_ﬂm 175¢%h Alr Fighter Divieion.

ountry
he staff offlic
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(a) Offensive missles (German V-type) for attacks on enemy military, industrial and
other rear-zone targets.

(b) Ground-to-air missiles for air defense purposes.

(¢) Adr-to-air missilec (rockets) for use by fighter aircraft of the PVO against
enemy aircraft and guided missiles.

Does some sort of liaison exist between the PVO and frontal air armies either at
command or at operating levels, so that their forces could be used together in air
defense in the event of an emergency? Where does such liaison exist, if any?

The PVO and frontal air armies have ssparate missions to perform. However, the se-
parateness is evident only in their missions and combat training. This does nol mean
that there is no liaison betwesn these organisations. It is necessary to point out,
that the PVO fighter units are always based within the region of the frontal air army
or of the air force of the military district. The PVO air units receive logistical
support from the commander of the frontal or military district air armies in whose
region they are stationed. The commaniing general of the PVO air army retains direct
control over the PVO units and their operations. In the event of hostilities, the

PVO fighter units coerdinate their opsrations with the fromtal air fighter units under
the general direction of the comsander of the fromtal air army. The coordimation

(cr liaison) between these crganisations is effected at the air army staff level. The
commander of & army always saintaing liaison with the compander o & nearby
PVO air amy. if two fighter air divisions of tbe PVO are based in the 50X1-HUM
territory of a army and the PV0 air army. Liaison is mintained by -
various msans. depending on the distances invoived: Radic, telephone, telegraph,
liaison aircraft and personal contact,

- end -
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